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Biographical Note

Mildred Arnold was born in Boonville, Warrick County, Indiana around 1920. She was one of eight
children born to Forest and Lula Cannon Arnold. She graduated from high school in 1938 and continued
her education at the DeVry’s Beauty School in Evansville, Indiana. Upon completion of her coursework,
she moved to New York, where she attended hair styling school at Mr. Leon’s College. For the next
twenty years, she owned her own beauty salon. She became a state investigator for the State Beauty
Board, and was responsible for investigating schools, salons, licenses and student/teacher examinations.
In 1970, she became an instructor at the Women’s Prison Beauty School. Arnold died October 16, 1992 in
Owensboro, Kentucky.

Scope and Contents

This collection contains one audio reel and a transcript of an oral history interview with Mildred I.
Arnold, conducted by Susan Bell of the Indiana State Library on February 21, 1974. In the interview,
Arnold discusses her work in the Women’s Prison. She explains the scheduling of classes, testing, and
working with inmates.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged chronologically.
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This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use

Legal title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.

Custodial History

This collection was created by the Indiana State Library Oral History Project on 1974/02/21.

Accruals

No further additions are expected.

Processing Information

Collection processing completed 2005/04 by Jennifer Duplaga. EAD finding aid created 2005/04 by
Jennifer Duplaga.

Controlled Access Headings

Genre(s)

• Oral history interview

Personal Name(s)

• Arnold, Mildred

Subject(s)

• Beauty shops
• Family life
• Reformatories for women--20th century


